[Clinical evaluation of rounded atelectasis induced by exposure to asbestos].
We encountered 15 patients with rounded atelectasis induced by exposure to asbestos from 1992 to 1999. All patients were men whose ages ranged from 42 to 85 years, with a mean age of 64.2 +/- 11.5 years. Rounded atelectasis was present only in the right lung and two patients had 2 rounded atelectasis in the right lung. In eight cases, the rounded atelectasis was found in segment 10, while in the others, it was found in segments 4, 5, 6, 8, and 9. Although evidence of symptoms was absent, rounded atelectasis was detected in six patients through medical examinations. Others complained of chest pain and dyspnea. Thirteen patients displayed pleural plaques and only 2 patients revealed asbestosis. Malignant complications were discovered in 4 patients, of whom 3 showed primary lung cancer and 1 suffered acute myelocytic leukemia. In their occupational histories, 7 patients had been exposed to asbestos in the shipyards and 5 in the construction field. The mean period of the exposure was 25.1 +/- 12.7 years, and the latency period from the first asbestos exposure to the detection of atelectasis was 35.1 +/- 8.8 years. Five autopsied patients had more than 10,000 asbestos bodies in the lung, which indicated heavy exposure to asbestos. These results suggest that rounded atelectasis may appear after high-dose exposure to asbestos.